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Diseases of the Heart. By John Cowan, D.Sc., M.D., 
F.R.F.P.S., Professor of Medicine, Anderson’s College Medical 
School. With chapters on The Electrocardiograph. By W. T. 
Ritchie, M.D., F.R.C.P.; and The Ocular Manifestations 
in Arteriosclerosis. By Arthur J. Ballantyne, M.D., 
F.R.F.P.S. Pp. 429; 3 colored plates, 196 text illustrations. 
Philadelphia and New York: Lea and Febriger, 1914. 

This work is a practical treatise upon the diseases of the heart 
and arteries considered in the light of the recent additions to our 
knowledge of the pathological histology and physiology of the heart 
and of the facts acquired from the use of the sphygmomanometer, 
polygraph and electrocardiograph, and orthodiagram. 

The book opens with a chapter on the pathological changes affect¬ 
ing the myocardium and their clinical significance. Four chapters 
are devoted to the etiology, pathology, symptoms, eye-ground 
changes and treatment of arteriosclerosis, with a discussion of the 
relation of nephritis and of the accepted views upon the prognostic 
significance of high blood-pressure and its treatment. The myogenic 
theory of the cardiac action is then presented, followed by a clear 
exposition of the method of interpreting polygraphic tracings and 
electrocardiograms and of the significance of the recognized patho¬ 
logical alterations in these graphic records. Ten chapters are 
devoted to the disturbances of the myocardial function including 
juvenile arrhythmia, extra systoles, nodal rhythm, pulsus alternans, 
heart-block, dilatation, paroxysmal tachycardia, auricular flutter 
and auricular fibrillation. The etiology, symptomatology, charac¬ 
teristic graphic records, prognostic significance and treatment of 
each of these is considered and this portion of the book is amply 
illustrated with tracings and case histories. The remaining thirteen 
chapters are devoted to acute endocarditis, chronic valvular dis¬ 
ease and pericarditis; their etiology, symptoms, and physical signs, 
w r ith especially good chapters upon prognosis and treatment. 

Of the illustrations about sixty-five portray the gross and micro¬ 
scopic pathology of the heart and arteries while the remainder are 
polygraphic, electrocardiographic, and blood-pressure curves and 
diagrams of the cardiac murmurs. 

The author presents clearly all the important recent advances 
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in cardiovascular pathology and physiology and the bearing of the 
newer clinical methods of precision upon the diagnosis, prognosis, 
and treatment of cardiovascular disease. J. H. A. 


Acute Poliomyelitis. By Ivan Wickman. Translation by Dr. 

Wm. J. A. M. Maloney, F.R.S. En. Pp. 135; 12 illustrations. 

New York: Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease Publishing 

Co. 

One of the worst epidemics of poliomyelitis or Heine-Medin’s 
Disease in recent years was that which occurred in 1905 simulta¬ 
neously in Norway and Sweden. This was fully described by the 
author of the present volume, Ivan Wickman. As a consequence, 
this work on poliomyelitis is an excellent study of this disease, 
both from the clinical and pathological standpoint. Unfortunately 
there is nothing decidedly new that can be said regarding its 
etiology, prophylaxis, and treatment. T. H. W. 


Tiie Practice of Surgery. By James G. Mumfoud, M.D., 
Lecturer on Surgery in Harvard University; Surgeon of Clifton 
Springs Hospital, etc. Second Edition. Pp. 1032; 683 illus¬ 
trations. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders Co., 1914. 

The title of the work describes it accurately. It is an account 
of the practice of surgery—as seen in one’s daily work. The facts 
are gleaned from years of practice in hospitals, lecture-rooms, and 
private work. No attempt is made to cover all the phases of surgery 
of today. Theories and opinions not well grounded are omitted. 
Pathology and bacteriology are practically omitted. The minor 
details and fundamental steps in a surgical training are assumed 
as already belonging to the reader. 

There is a discussion of antiseptics, sutures, needles, anesthetics, 
and a host of other minor surgery subjects. In other words, the book 
is not one for students or beginners in surgery, but for those well 
grounded in the fundamentals. 

The arrangement of the contents is unique in a way, precedence 
being given to the commoner and more important subjects. The 
first chapter on the abdomen and the chapter on minor surgery 
are the best in most respects. Here the author seems to inculcate a 
personal element into the text. The matter of bursae and their 
diseases and fractures could be handled with a little more fulness 
in reference to diagnosis in the first instance and treatment in the 
second instance. 



